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Richmond Man Enters Guilty Plea
To Attempted I nternet Enticement of a Minor

MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA —A 51 year old Richmond, Virginia, resident
entered a plea of guilty on March 9, 2007, in United States District Court in Martinsburg
before Magistrate Judge David J. Jodl.

United States Attorney Sharon L. Potter announced that RONALD L. PHILLIPS
entered a plea of guilty to one count of an Indictment charging him with attempting internet
enticement of aminor from June 27, 2006, to July 30, 2006, in Romney, Hampshire County,
West Virginia.

PHILLIPS, whoiscurrently in custody, facesa maximum exposure of 10 yearstolife
imprisonment and a fine of $250,000.

Thecasewasprosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney ThomasO. Mucklow and
wasinvestigated by the Federal Bureau of I nvestigation and the Hampshire County Sheriff’s
Office.

Thiscasewasbrought aspart of Project Safe Childhood. In February 2006, Attorney
General AlbertoR. Gonzalescreated Project Safe Childhood, a nationwideinitiative designed
to protect children from online exploitation and abuse. Led by the United States Attorneys
Offices, Project Safe Childhood mar shalsfederal, state and local resour cesto better locate,
apprehend, and prosecute individuals who exploit children via the Internet, as well as
identify and rescue victims. For moreinformation about Project Safe Childhood, pleasevisit
www. pr oj ectsafechildhood. gov/.
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